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If you want to discover the real 
Jesus, there’s no better place 
to start than John’s Gospel. 
After all, John is the perfect 
eyewitness: he was one of Jesus’ 
disciples, spent three years with 
Him, saw many of His miracles, 
and heard His life-changing 
words.

So why did John write this book 
about Jesus? The answer’s in 
John 20 v 30–31: 

Jesus did many other miraculous 
signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded 
in this book. But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ (Messiah), the Son of 
God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.

John wants us to meet the real Jesus, 
to discover who He is and what His 
mission was. John carefully selects 
certain miracles and events to show 
us the truth about Jesus. They are 
signs, pointing us to who Jesus is.

John wants people to have life (v31). 
Incredible, everlasting, eternal life. 
Life with God, rescued from His 
judgment. That’s why he wrote this 
Gospel. So that those who don’t have 
this life may get it. First by learning 
exactly who Jesus is and then by 
giving their lives to Him. 

So John’s Gospel will help anyone 
who isn’t a Christian (or isn’t sure) to 
get crystal clear information on Jesus 
— who He is, what He did for us, 
why He did it and how He can give us 
this amazing, new, eternal life.

And it will help all those who are 
Christians to rediscover Jesus and 
understand what it means to have
life and live for Him.

It’s time to jump in and experience 
life in all its fullness... 

John

Signs of Life
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READINGJohn 1 v 1-5

] Read John 1 v 1–2 

ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN
  h  How far back in time does John 
take us? 

  h  What has been the relationship 
between Jesus (“The Word”) and 
God all that time? (v1–2)

John begins with a theme which will 
spread through his whole Gospel 
— Jesus’ relationship with God His 
Father. Jesus is God and He was with 
God in the beginning. Jesus shares 
God’s nature; they are the same. 
But He is distinct from God the 
Father. (For more on God the Trinity, 
p54.) The important bit to grasp is 
this: Jesus is God (v1). He’s always 
been around (v2) and always will be.

] Read verses 3–5 

  h  What is Jesus’ connection with 
creation?

Think of an object, any object. 
Whatever it is, it was made by Jesus. 

Or the stuff it’s made of was. John 
wants us to know that the whole of 
creation happened through Jesus (v3). 
When we look back at Genesis 1, we 
see that God spoke and things were 
created. Jesus is God’s living Word, 
and He created everything.

The word LIFE is written through the 
middle of John’s Gospel. Verses 4–5 
tell us that not only was Jesus the 
Creator but He is the life-bringer too. 
It was Jesus who fi rst brought life to 
creation, and John is going to show 
in his Gospel how Jesus brings eternal 
life as well.

PRAY ABOUT IT
Ask God to help you meet the 
real, life-giving Jesus as you read 
John’s Gospel.

THE BOTTOM LINE
Jesus is God’s living Word — He 
created everything and gave it life.

P TAKE IT FURTHER 
Choose life... go to page 110. 

The Word of life 

John begins his Gospel differently from Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. They begin with Jesus’ birth or 
baptism. But John takes us back much much further.

5
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READING John 1 v 6-13

Yesterday we read that Jesus is both 
the Creator of life and the light that 
drives away the darkness of not 
knowing God (John 1 v 4–5).

] Read John 1 v 6–9 

ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN
  h  Who announces the light? 

  h  How is he described, twice? 
(v7–8)

John the Baptist was not the light. 
He was a witness pointing people 
towards the true light, Jesus. We’ll 
see more of what he did and said in 
the next few chapters. 

] Read John 1 v 10–13 

  h  What’s the shocking response  
of the world to Jesus? (v10)

  h  What are the two different 
responses mentioned in v11–12?

It seems ridiculous that the world 
does not recognise Jesus, its Creator. 

And even the Jews, God’s specially 
chosen people, rejected Him.

  h  What’s the great news for people 
who do receive Jesus? (v12–13)

You began life when you were born. 
Your new life, as a child of God, 
begins when you receive Jesus the 
Light. And that means trusting 
in Him to rescue you from the 
darkness of sin.

PRAY ABOUT IT
Pray for some of your friends who 
have not received Him. Ask God 
for opportunities to witness about 
Jesus the Light.

THE BOTTOM LINE
Jesus brings light into the world. 
We can receive Him or reject Him.

P TAKE IT FURTHER 
For more about being God’s children 
(v12–13), walk towards the light on 
page 110. 

Goodbye darkness,   
Hello light

Ever been in the house at night when the electricity 
has failed? Stumbling around in the darkness, you need 
something to give you light and drive the darkness away. 

6
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READINGJohn 1 v 14-18

] Read John 1 v 14 
Jesus (the Word) became fl esh — a 
human. He made His dwelling among 
us. The literal meaning of dwelling is 
setting up His tent. Jesus gave up His 
home in heaven, became a human 
and set up His camp among us here 
on earth. 

Amazing. But why would He do that? 
Well, that’s what John explains to us 
throughout his Gospel.

] Read John 1 v 15–18 

ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN
  h  What does John tell us no one 
has seen? (v18)

There’s a problem. No one has ever 
seen God except Jesus. So getting 
to know God is a diffi cult thing. But 
now, John tells us, Jesus has made 
God known to us (v18). 

As we read about Jesus in John’s 
Gospel, He reveals God to us. 
Through looking at Jesus and seeing 

what He did and said, we get to see 
what God is like.

  h  What quality of God is mentioned 
three times in v14-17?

God’s law (v17) teaches us about 
God’s holy and perfect character. 
In the Old Testament, people thought 
they could know God through His 
law. But Jesus shows us another 
side of God’s character: His grace, 
kindness and truth. Now we can truly 
know God through Jesus.

PRAY ABOUT IT
Ask God to reveal more of Himself 
to you as you read about Jesus in 
John’s Gospel.

THE BOTTOM LINE
We can know God because Jesus 
lived with us on earth.

P TAKE IT FURTHER 
Carry on camping on page 111.

In tents stuff

Ever been camping? It can be great: fresh air, close to 
nature, the great outdoors. Or it can be a nightmare: 
sleeping next to smelly feet, bitten by insects, rain getting 
in the tent. Bizarrely, John talks about Jesus camping.
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READING John 1 v 19-28

] Read John 1 v 19–28 

ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN
  h  Who did the people think John 
might be?

  h  What did John confess to quite 
happily? (v20)

The people listening get confused and 
want to know who John the Baptist 
is. (By the way, it’s not the same John 
who wrote John’s Gospel.) So he uses 
words from the Old Testament to 
explain. Isaiah 40 v 3 says: “A voice of 
one calling: In the desert prepare the 
way for the Lord; make straight in the 
wilderness a highway for our God.”

The prophet Isaiah said that the 
Servant of the Lord would come 
and rescue God’s people. This “voice 
in the desert” was one of the signs 
to get ready for the Rescuer’s arrival. 
To “make straight the way” is to 
prepare for the rescuing King. 
John is challenging people to be 
ready for Jesus!

  h  Why do you think John was so 
humble about himself (v26–27)?

John was saying: “Don’t focus on 
me, focus on Jesus. He’s far more 
important than I am!” John didn’t 
say much about himself because 
he was preparing the way for Jesus, 
the great Rescuer. 

GET ON WITH IT
  h  Do you talk about yourself more 
than you talk about Jesus? 

  h  How can you make Jesus the 
centre of attention in your life?

PRAY ABOUT IT
Pray that God will prepare you to 
meet Jesus the Rescuer through the 
pages of John’s Gospel. Ask God to 
help you make Jesus the centre of 
attention in your life.

P TAKE IT FURTHER 
More about Jesus on page 111. 

Centre of attention

Some people like to be the centre of attention and 
some prefer to stay away from the spotlight. Which 
sort of person are you? John the Baptist knew he 
wasn’t meant to be the centre of attention.
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READINGJohn 1 v 29-34

John, the Gospel writer, is using John 
the Baptist’s words to give us stacks 
of information about Jesus. John the 
Baptist recognises Jesus’ superiority 
over him and wants to tell everyone 
exactly who Jesus is.

] Read John 1 v 29–31 

ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN
  h  Write down fi ve things John says 
about Jesus.

1

2

3

4

5

By calling Jesus the “Lamb of God”, 
John is hinting that Jesus would be 
sacrifi ced to “take away the sin of the 
world”. His death makes it possible 
for people’s sins to be wiped away. 

] Read verses 32–34 
John also mentions that Jesus was 
given the Holy Spirit. In the Old 
Testament, the Spirit was given by 
God to people who had a particular 
job to do. Jesus had come with the 
biggest job of all — and it would lead 
to His death.

  h  What does John say Jesus will  
do with the Holy Spirit? (v33)

  h Who does John say Jesus is?  

Jesus baptising people with the Spirit
means that when He went back to 
heaven, He’d send His Holy Spirit to 
live in the lives of all believers. 

PRAY ABOUT IT
Thank God for the Holy Spirit, who 
is now with all believers, helping 
them to serve God with their lives.  

P TAKE IT FURTHER 
Grab some more on page 111. 

Jesus: the facts

On scrap paper, write down three facts you
 know about Queen Elizabeth II. Go on, try it...
Most of the information we know about her is 
from what we’ve seen on TV or the internet.
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READING John 1 v 35-42

] Read John 1 v 35–42 
John the Baptist again identifi es 
Jesus as the “Lamb of God” and 
encourages his own disciples to 
follow Jesus.  

Meanwhile, Jesus is doing something 
that rabbis (Jewish teachers) often 
did — gathering a group of learners. 
What’s unusual about Jesus is that 
He picks the disciples — the opposite 
of the rabbis, whose disciples 
picked them.

ENGAGE YOUR BRAIN
  h  What is Andrew’s conclusion 
about Jesus? (v41)

The unnamed disciple with Andrew 
was probably John — the author 
of the book. Through this story he 
cleverly introduces another title for 
Jesus — the Messiah. After a day in 
Jesus’ company, Andrew knows that 
Jesus is the Messiah — the King sent 
by God to rescue the Jews.

  h  What is the very next thing that 
Andrew does? (v42)

Andrew is very quick to share the 
good news with his brother. Family 
is the fi rst of several different 
relationships that John uses to show 
how Jesus’ disciples began to tell 
others about Him. More on that 
tomorrow.

PRAY ABOUT IT
Thank God that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the promised Rescuer. Ask Him to 
help you be as keen as Andrew to 
introduce other people to Him.

THE BOTTOM LINE
Jesus is the Messiah. He’s the Rescuer. 
People need to be told about Him!

P TAKE IT FURTHER 
Get the message... on page 111.

Messiah message

Today Jesus begins to pick His team of disciples. 
“Disciples” means learners, so we’re all disciples 
of something, whether at school, university or 
work. But these men would learn from Jesus!
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